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of society, I know not how to remedy. As
this, however, is the government to which
you are attached, you will certainly do us a
great service if you can devise a plan for
avoiding it's disadvantages. And I can fur-
ther inform you that any application to leg-
islatures for money will be unsuccessful.
The utmost we can do is to squeeze a little
money occasionally from the public treas-
uries to furnish buildings and a professor
or two. But as to libraries, public or pri-
vate, men who do not understand their value
will be the last to furnish the means of pro-
curing them. Besides, our rage for gain ab-
sorbs all other considerations; science is a
secondary object, and a man who has grown
suddenly from a dunghill, by a fortunate
throw of the die, avoids a man of learning
as you would a tiger. There are exceptions
to this remark, and some men of taste, here
and there scattered over our country, adorn
the sciences and the moral virtues. . . .

" If the Americans are yet in their lead-
ing-strings as to some parts of literature,
there is the more room for improvement;
and I am confident that the genius of my
fellow-citizens will not be slack in the im-